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Abecedarium.  Who  am  I?  A’...
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tDear  reader,
I am  honored  to  inaugurate  this  new  segment  entitled
‘‘Who  am  I?’’  for  your  national  journal.  I  hope  that  you  will
enjoy  this  segment,  which  is  also  designed  to  provide  you
with  details  about  the  history  of  your  specialty.  So  let’s  get
started!
I  was  born  on  8  January  1803,  in  Edenkoben,  in  the
region  of  Rheinpfaltz,  not  far  from  Landau,  which  used  to
be  called  ‘‘the  greatest  fortress  of  the  Christian  world’’,
from  the  time  of  its  construction  by  Vauban,  following  the
Treaty  of  Munster  in  1648,  which  put  an  end  to  the  Thirty
Years  War  between  France  and  the  Holy  Roman  Empire.
The  university  at  which  my  brother,  Johan  Wilhelm,  and  I
devoted  almost  all  of  our  career  is  the  oldest  establishment
of  its  kind  in  Germany.  Founded  in  the  German  capital
in  1386,  by  Rupert,  Elector  Palatine,  it  was  organized
according  to  the  model  of  the  great  university  of  Paris,  with
the  primary  goal  of  creating  a  pole  of  excellence,  a  concept
that  has  now  become  a  very  topical  subject!
This  university,  which  to  my  mind  is  still  the  most
extraordinary  German  university,  is  the  Heidelberg  univer-
sity,  situated  not  far  from  the  Odenwald  forest,  close  to
the  Rhine  plain.  Unfortunately,  it  was  uselessly  ravaged  on
two  occasions  by  the  troops  of  your  Sun  King.  I  acquired
my  medical  degree  in  1825  and  was  appointed  Professor
of  Anatomy  in  1826.  However,  I  never  became  one  of  your
colleagues,  as  your  speciality  was  only  recognised  in  my
prestigious  and  beloved  university  in  1873  under  the  impetus
of  several  physicians,  including  another  Heidelberg  gradu-
ate,  the  great  Gustav  Killian,  who,  at  the  time,  directed  the
department  of  surgery  at  the  University  of  Berlin  and  who
gave  his  name  to  a  polyp  that  you  now  treat  endoscopically.
I  was  invited  to  leave  Heidelberg  for  17  years,  to  teach  in
Zurich,  Freiburg  and  then  Tübingen,  where,  in  1845,  I  held
the  Chair  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology.  Working  throughout
e
a
I
1879-7296/$ – see front matter © 2012 Elsevier Masson SAS. All rights re
doi:10.1016/j.anorl.2012.02.005his  period  with  my  brother,  essentially  on  the  anatomy
nd  physiology  of  the  nerves  of  the  head,  we  wrote  a
arge  number  of  books,  including  Icones  Nervorum  Capitis,
ublished  in  1834,  which  was  widely  acclaimed  at  the
ime  due  to  the  quality  of  its  illustrations,  and  which  is
till  considered  to  be  a  masterpiece  of  its  kind.  However,
t  was  only  in  1852,  following  the  death  of  Jacob  Henle,
ho  left  you  with  a  very  useful  landmark  in  middle  ear
urgery,  that  I ﬁnally  returned  to  my  beloved  and  wonderful
niversity  of  Heidelberg  as  Head  of  the  Anatomy  Institute
efore  becoming  Dean  of  the  School  of  Medicine  while
ontinuing  to  teach.  I  was  greatly  appreciated  by  my
tudents  and  my  lectures  were  very  popular.  That  is  where
eath  caught  up  with  me,  in  July  1890,  while  I  was  still
eaching...
Maybe  these  details  will  not  have  helped  you  to  guess  who
 am,  but  the  riddle  will  become  much  clearer  if  I  tell  you:
 that  my  son  Julius  (1835—1935),  also  an  anatomist  and
pathologist  at  Heidelberg  and  who  unfortunately  died
from  a  throat  disease  (I  still  wonder  whether  your  col-
leagues  of  the  time  did  everything  that  they  could  to  save
him)  described  his  eponymous  neuralgia,  which  affects
the  recurrent  laryngeal  nerve  and  he  also  gave  his  name
to  developmental  abnormalities  of  the  occipito-vertebral
junction;
 and  that  I  described  two  nerves  in  your  ﬁeld.
The  ﬁrst  is  the  auricular  branch  of  the  vagus  nerve,  which
akes  your  patients  cough  when  you  try  to  clean  their  exter-
al  auditory  canal.  And  many  of  your  compatriots,  including
he  famous  Paul  Jules  Tillaux  (who  also  described  the  famous
ponymous  triangle  in  your  specialty,  where  the  vertebral
rtery  may  be  ligated)  have  studied  the  other  nerve  to  which
 gave  my  name,  also  called  the  greater  occipital  nerve.
You  now  know  who  I  am  (Fig.  1)...
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Figure  1  Friedrich  Arnold.
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